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Significant 2012 MCH Priority Achievements  

• Toolkit for Promoting Maternal and Child Oral Health in Colorado presented at the Early 
Childhood Health Integration Summit to early childhood partners. Use of toolkit is being 
integrated into appropriate CDPHE contracts, specifically HRSA workforce grants.  

 
• Completed in-mouth survey of approximately 6000 kindergarteners and 3rd graders 

statewide in May 2012. Challenges accessing Denver Public Schools overcome with 
outreach to health advisory board, principles and school nurses. Survey data report was 
released to partners. Improvements and inequities identified by schools’ free and reduced 
lunch (FRL) status. The school survey report illustrated that there was no significant 
decrease in kindergarteners or 3rd graders in dental caries experiences. However, fewer 
children have untreated cavities, which indicate more children had access to dental 
treatment.  
 

•  Ten years ago, 73 percent of kindergarteners in Colorado’s poorest schools had cavities, 
but now only about half of the kindergarteners in our highest risk schools experienced 
decay. Unfortunately, by third grade, almost 73 percent of children in our poorest schools 
have had cavities, almost twice the rate of children in high income schools. These gaps 
have not changed in the last decade. 

 
• The Oral Health Unit is working with partners to message oral health inequities based on 

the above mentioned survey and to provide resources to close the inequitable gaps. The 
school survey report, also known as the basic screening survey (BSS), and the oral health 
burden document, were released in draft form to partners in the spring of 2012. The 
executive summary of the BSS data is now being combined with the burden document 
and both finalized reports will be released in February 2013. Renee Calanan from the 
Epidemiology/Planning/Evaluation unit has requested technical support from the CDC to 
estimate BSS data by county to enable LPHAs to have local estimates.  

 
• CDPHE’s Oral Health Unit (OHU) received maximum funding for a 3-year cycle of an 

oral health HRSA workforce grant. The grant will support:  
o Dental loan repayment: working with Primary Care Office to identify dental 

Health Professional Shortage Areas and dental providers who may work in 
underserved areas 

o School of Dental Medicine’s Smilemakers mobile clinic:serving children and 
pregnant women in rural and urban underserved areas 

o Regional Oral Health Specialists (ROHS): hiring of one full time employee for 
the OHU to support grant activities and to do outreach in urban corridor 

o  Four local public health agency grants  
• Currently contracting with Northeast Colorado Health Department, 

Northwest Colorado Visiting Nursing Association, and Garfield County 
Public Health. Discussions with San Luis Valley area and the southwest 
are ongoing. 
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o  A ROHS will serve in rural areas and link to CDPHE’s OHU. All ROHS will be 
utilizing the MCH Oral Health Toolkit and selecting 2 to 7 oral health community 
standards to address. 

 
o Completed a series of mini-webinars/podcasts for dental offices to follow when 

enrolling and billing Medicaid and CHP+. Will be distributed to dental and hygiene 
associations, schools, dental clinics, and partners. Cavity Free at Three is going office 
to office enrolling dental providers in Medicaid and CHP+ and we will distribute 
these mini-webinars to those offices for technical support. 

 
Implementation Challenges Encountered  

• The adoption of the guidelines to treat pregnant women was put on hold. An external 
partner was working to have the Colorado Dental Association (CDA) brand guidelines 
from California. The CDA indicates a willingness to brand the guidelines, but discussions 
about adding a section on recognizing and addressing abuse and neglect are in early 
stages. This additional section will help ensure the health and safety of pregnant patients 
and their children. 

 
• Training of OHU staff in Cavity Free at Three (CF3): one member was trained, however, 

the OHU does not have time to provide training to dental offices. Plans are to train HRSA 
Oral Health Workforce Manager and local public health agency HRSA grantees in CF3. 
The Primary Care Office and the OHU are working to ensure loan repayment recipients 
are given the following trainings as part of their contracts: CF3, water fluoridation, and 
social determinants of health. 

 
Local Public Health Agency Implementation Support  

• Individualized technical assistance to the following local public health agencies: 
Northwest Colorado Visiting Nursing Association, Jefferson County, Garfield, Pitkin, 
Mineral, Alamosa, and Northeast in 2012. Grant planning consultation also provided for 
all rural local public health agencies that chose the MCH oral health priority. 

 
Lessons Learned in 2012  

• Local data and financial resources are a key missing piece in addressing oral health 
inequities.  

• Internal OHU staffing needs must be addressed.  
 
Next Steps and Goals for 2013 

• Continued outreach to local public health agencies. This year, planning grants focused on 
Regional Oral Health Specialists. Next year’s implementation with activities will cover: 
coalition building activities, new school-based sealant programs, CF3 trainings for WIC 
and social services staff members.  

• Convening with Kempe Center’s Drs. Donald Bross and John McDonnell for Prevention 
of Abuse and Neglect through Dental Awareness (PANDA) and inclusion of PANDA 
information in the oral health guidelines for treating pregnant women. 

• Work with the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing on dental benefits for 
adults (or pregnant women), external review of children’s Medicaid dental benefit, and 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Service’s action plans to increase access to 
preventive dental care. 


